
SSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRRNNNEEEWWW
JUNE 2026

As the school year draws to a close, I want to take
a moment to sincerely thank each of you for your
unwavering commitment to our students. Your
generosity and prayers have been instrumental
in shaping the experiences and opportunities
we've been able to provide throughout the year.

Thanks to your support, we were able to offer enriching learning trips,
and our students enjoyed meaningful days filled with singing, prayer,
and joyful recognition of how God is working in their lives. Your
dedication to St. Louis Catholic Academy reaffirms our shared
mission of partnering with families to deliver an excellent education
—one that nurtures students spiritually, intellectually and socially.

Your partnership is vital in keeping our school vibrant and alive,
enabling us to pursue the dreams and goals of many children.
Together, we walk in a shared mission—to embrace, to educate and
to empower. Beyond simply welcoming families, you have helped
foster a true sense of belonging within our school community. 

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students, I continue to pray for
you. The saying “it takes a village to raise a child” is vividly embodied
at St. Louis Catholic Academy. May God bless you for your kindness,
and may the spirit of compassion flourish in your hearts.

Director of Advancement

314-792-7045
cathydoherty@archstl.org

Sr. Cathy Doherty, SSND
God bless, 
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LETTER FROM

We are pleased to announce Ms. Sunnie Hughes as
the next principal of St. Louis Catholic Academy,
starting July 1, 2026. 

Ms. Hughes brings over fifteen years of experience
in Catholic education, with a strong background in
school leadership, student life, and operational management. She
currently serves as the Assistant Principal of the Upper School at
Visitation Academy. In this role, she oversees student life
programming, conduct and safety, advisory systems, and major
school events,while supporting students' academic and social-
emotional development. Ms. Hughes’ leadership is grounded in
building strong relationships, developing sustainable systems, and
creating school communities where every student is known, valued,
and supported.

A proud St. Louis native, parishioner at St. Peter Claver Parish, and
graduate of Incarnate Word Academy, Ms. Hughes brings a deep
commitment to Catholic education and the formation of young
people. She is deeply aligned with the mission of Catholic education
and brings a pastoral approach to leadership—one that emphasizes
compassion, clarity, and high expectations. Her commitment to
nurturing the God-given gifts of every child, while supporting families
and faculty as partners in the educational mission, makes Ms.
Hughes well-suited to lead St. Louis Catholic Academy into the
future.

Please join us in welcoming Ms. Hughes to St. Louis Catholic
Academy. We look forward to the leadership she will provide in the
years ahead.
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Reflecting on the past and envisioning the future. Recall your grade school
years, and now imagine our grade school in 2026. The seeds you’ve
planted are still blossoming, shaping a brighter tomorrow. Together, we
are building a foundation for children to thrive and enjoy a better future.
Celebrate the children of today at St. Louis Catholic Academy and the
promise they hold.



OSCAR ROMERO

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent
enterprise that is God's work. Nothing we do is complete, which is a way of
saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church's mission
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an 
opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master
builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.

YYYPPPRRRAAA EEERRR
PROPHETS OF A FUTURE NOT OUR OWN

This prayer was composed by the late Bishop Ken Untener of Saginaw, drafted
for a homily by Cardinal John Dearden in November 1979 for a celebration of
departed priests. As a reflection on the anniversary of the martyrdom of Bishop
Romero, Bishop Untener included in a reflection book a passage titled “The
mystery of the Romero Prayer.” The mystery is the words of the prayer are
commonly attributed to Oscar Romero, but they were never spoken by him.
Pope Francis used the “magnificent” prayer in December 2015 in his Christmas
address to the Roman Curia. The prayer has become known as “The Romero
Prayer.” 





8  GRADETH
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Congratulations to our 8  Graders! We are so proud of you and everything
you’ve accomplished. Wishing you the best in high school and beyond. Keep
following your dreams. We know you can do great things. 

th
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“I will be going to John
Burroughs High School.
I have gained the
presence of being a
leader while at SLCA.
Through self-control
and setting
boundaries, I have
found that in being a
leader, one takes on
various styles in
friendships and in
meeting others.”

Legend,

“I will be going to
Cardinal Ritter High
School. I am going to
take with me the
presence of God always
being with me. SLCA
instilled that in us. SLCA
also helped me to see it
is always better to help
others and the value of
loyalty in friendships.”

Evie,

“I will be attending 
St. Louis University
High School next year.
I am excited to take
on this responsibility
in becoming a better
person as I mature.
Trust is a key value I
have learned and will
be taking into my
future.”

Marquise,

Dear God, thank you for guiding them to this special day. Bless our teachers,
families, and friends who have helped them along their journey. Help them
to use what they have learned to shine brightly and be kind to others. May
they always remember to trust in You, work hard, and follow their dreams.
Keep them safe and joyful as they leave us and step into new adventures.
Bless them with Your love and guidance. Amen.



8  GRADETH
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Next Stops for the Class of 2026
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YEAR

CCCAAAPPPRRREEE
As we wrap up an exciting school year, we’re thrilled to share our end-of-
year photo highlights! These special moments capture the growth,
achievements, and unforgettable memories our students and staff have
created together. From classroom projects to outdoor learning experiences
to sacraments, each picture tells a story of dedication, learning, and fun.
Thank you for being part of our school community – here’s to celebrating a
fantastic year and looking forward to even more success ahead next year!
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